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SAFETY ALERT 
May 2010  

 

CHLORINE CONTAINER VALVES BEING LEFT OPEN WHEN 
DISCONNECTED AT CUSTOMER SITES AND RETURNED TO 

ORICA 
 
 

    

 

 
 
 

TO CLOSE THE CHLORINE 
VALVE TURN THE VALVE 

CLOCKWISE TIGHTLY 
 
  

    
 
 

Some customers’ personnel have left Chlorine valves on cylinders and drums in the open position after disconnecting 
the drums or cylinders. These containers have then been returned in this state to Orica’s manufacturing plants. 
Orica have had 10 drums and 25 cylinders which have been returned from customers with valves opened in the last 
12 months. 

 
 
 
 

If chlorine valves are left open by operators after disconnection from their system, then it presents a number of 
serious safety concerns: 

• Chlorine being released at the customer’s site and injuring personnel. 

• A potential Chlorine release during transport of the container back to Orica. 

• A potential serious Chlorine exposure to personnel involved in the transport and loading of the containers. 

• A potential serious Chlorine exposure to Orica personnel at the plant while processing the returned 
containers that have the valves open. 

• Severe corrosion of the Chlorine valve and container. 

• Evacuation of public and operating personnel. 

• Statutory fines and penalties. 

 
*Note that investigation has not yet been completed. Further recommendations may arise* 

 
• Customers should notify and reinforce to all their operators that the valves on all chlorine containers 

should be tightly closed and checked for leaks prior to returning to Orica. 

• All operators should be trained in the correct method of disconnecting chlorine containers. 

• Orica will investigate and provide feedback to all customers when these incidents occur so we can 
prevent a re-occurrence of these dangerous situations. 

 

Key Issues: 

Recommendations: 

Incident Details: 
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IF THE CUSTOMER CLOSES THE VALVE SPINDLE FULLY AS REQUIRED, INJURY AND LOSS OF 

PRODUCTION CAN ALL BE PREVENTED  
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Thank you for your attention to this issue and if there are any questions or feedback, or if you would like to know 
more about our Chlorine Awareness Training , please contact Hydramet SA on (08) 8374 7800,  
hydrasa@hydramet.com.au or Hydramet WA on (08) 9251 5200 or email hydramet@hydramet.com.au 

 


